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At his siudio, Zenos Frudakis works on a life-size bust of Frank Rizzo, which he uses as a reference for the statue (left). He expects to finish it early next year.

Sculptor brings Rizzo to life in bronze

Through his art, Zenos Frudakis is “revolting against death and time.”

By Lea Sitton Stanley
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER
Before he made an elephant, Zenos Fru-
dakis got tickled by pachyderm trunks.
The sculptor stood in the elephant yard
at the Philadelphia Zoo while three pro-
boscises skittered from his shoes up all 6
feet, 2 inches of him. “I touched the ster-
num and 1 felt the bones,” said Frudakis,
who folded his frame into a squat and
slipped under an elephant to get a better
take on how the real thing is put together.
Then, he went back to his studio and
built an anatomical model of an elephant.
From there, he took the project big-as-life,

creating a bronze statue, the Elephant and
Boy Fountain, which stands in a pool in
the Burlington Center mall in South Jer-
sey.

Frudakis is into making everlasting life.
Asked once why he sculpts, the artist said,
“It is a way of revolting against death and
time.” Asked his age, he paused, then said,
“l was born in 1951. How old would that
make me?” (46).

These days, Frudakis is delying death
and time to bring back Frank Rizzo, the
Philadelphia political titan snatched from
life in 1991. He's been working on a nine-
foot bronze statue of the former mayor off

and on for about three years and expects
to finish by late February or early-March.

“They're wondering if it's really hap-
pening,” Frudakis said of the people back-
ing the statue, for which he has received a
$100,000 commission. A committee includ-
ing Rizzo's son, Frank S. Rizzo, and the
younger Rizzo’s cousin Lou Cissone has
raised about $115,000 toward a goal of
$175,000, which would also cover an en-
dowment for maintenance.

“I've been up there several times,” Cis-
sone said of the carriage-house studio be-
hind the sculptor’s home in Glenside. “He
continues to play with it until it's super-

perfect.”

The Rizzo committee asked several art-
ists for proposals. “All of them were very
good,” Cissone ‘said, but Frudakis’ work
was “lifelike.”

That lifelike quality is exactly what Fru- -
dakis captured in a statue of Fritz Bren-
nan, the Lower Merion High School foot-
ball coach who died in 1988.

Bob Sergott, a neuro-ophthalmologist
who served on a committee that raised
money for the Brennan memorial, said he
was impressed when he first saw Fruda- -
kis' work. “It really not only depicted the
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