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The public can judge Friday if the sculptor caught the late mayor’s essence.

Frank Rizzo,
still larger
than life

By Murray Dubin
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Carmella Rizzo and her son drove to the city of Chester
and walked inside a brick factory building near the wa-
terfront and up the steep steps to the second floor. There,
for the first time, they saw it,

Sculptor Zenos Frudakis waited nervously.

“I felt vulnerable,”" he said. “She knew him better than
anyone, and she also knew him as a younger man. Sup-
pose she said, ‘No, you missed it!""

But she didn't.

“That's him!” was what he remembered her saying.

City Councilman Frank Rizzo Jr. didn't recall what his
mother said that April night eight months ago, but he
was clear on one point:

“Zenos satisfied the number-one person, my mother.
She said the pants were too tight and something about
the cuffs. And she walked around and made sure the hair
wasn't too long.”

And she pointed out that there was no watch. Her hus-
band always wore one on his left wrist.

“It was so real, it was incredible,” said Carmella Rizzo,
remembering that first look. “I think the sculptor tried to
keep it as close to his age as he could, you know, the way
he was. Frank liked the way he looked, the gray hair; he
thought he looked distinguished.” :

Her son was satisfied as well. That was his father up
there.

This, Friday, in the early afternoon, about the same
time as the first Mummers string band arrives at City
Hall, a 10-foot-high bronze statue of the late Mayor Frank
L. Rizzo is to be presented on the steps of the Municipal
Services Building.

And then people will judge for themselves whether it
does look like Frank Rizzo.
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Frank Lazzaro Rizzo was born on Oct. 23, 1920, and died
on July 16, 1991, just two months after winning the Re-
publican primary for mayor.

He was Philadelphia’s police commissioner from 1967
to 1971, twice mayor, from 1972 to 1980, and a candidate
for mayor five times.

A monumental presence in the urban topography, he
was a friend to presidents, a pal to bus drivers, a “Yo,
Frank!" to anyone within hailing distance.

His supporters considered him an honest mayor repre-
senting rowhouse Philadelphia. Some detractors thought
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